
DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             AUGUST  26, 2026    5:00 P M 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on August 26, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Also present was John Dubose, Attorney, Tim Harper, County Administrator, Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward<bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org Christy Overstreet <coverstreet@dilloncountysc.org> Calvin Pompey <preventionspecialist@dilloncountysc.org>,Jody Barr <Jody.Barr@qcnews.com>
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 22, 2026, AUGUST 4, 2026 AND AUGUST 12, 2026           A motion was made  by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Minutes for July 22, 2026, August 4, 2026 and August 12, 2026. She was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARING 
                                                                                                                                       ORDINANCE NO. 26-10 – THIRD READING – PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                                                                                AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING A
UNIFORM ORDINANCE SUMMONS AND AUTHORIZING THE USE OF AN
ORDINANCE SUMMONS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF COUNTY ORDINANCES.
 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to open the Public Hearing. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
NO ONE SIGNED UP TO SPEAK AT THE PUBLIC HEARING
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to close the Public Hearing. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
ORDINANCES                                                                                                                    
ORDINANCE NO. 26-10 – THIRD READING                                                                                                                                                AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING A UNIFORM ORDINANCE SUMMONS AND AUTHORIZING THE USE OF AN ORDINANCE SUMMONS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF COUNTY    ORDINANCES. 
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-10. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
ORDINANCE NO. 26-07 - THIRD READING			                                             An Ordinance by Dillon County Council changing the Zoning Map Classification from Light Industrial (ID1) to General Commercial (GC) for the purpose of Auto Recycling - Outdoor storage of salvage vehicles. 
                                                                 
Tax Map No:		034-00-00-083 and 034-00-020-084                                                            Total Acreage: 	30.5 Acres 							                 Property Owner(s): 	Matlock’s Used Cars & Parts                                                                 Proposed Location: 	2948 Faithful Road, Hamer SC 29547 

A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve Ordinance No. 26-07. She was seconded by James Washington. Detrice Dawkins, James Washington, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend and Brad Coward were all in favor. Kenny Cook Jr. and Stevie Grice were opposed.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                   VFW Dillon County Post 6091 requested donations for their 2026 Golf Tournament. James Washington, Dennis Townsend, Detrice Dawkins, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. donated $100.00 each. Robbie Coward and Brad Coward both gave $100.00 personal donations.		

Main Street Methodist Church Helping Hands Food Pantry requested donations. James Washington, Dennis Townsend, Detrice Dawkins, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. donated $100.00 Each. Robbie Coward and Brad Coward both gave $100.00 personal donations. 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF PEE DEE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD BUDGET 2026         A motion was made by Robbie Coward for the Approval of Pee Dee Workforce Development Board Budget 2026. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF PEE DEE WORKFORCE MOU RE: CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR AND ENTITY PERFORMING MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS                                                        A motion was made by Robbie Coward for the Approval of Pee Dee Workforce MOU Re: Conflict of Interest for and Entity Performing Multiple Functions. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF USE OF DILLON STATION 5 FIRE DEPARTMENT                                     Approval of Use of Dillon Station 5 Fire Department                                                                       Name:   Justin Inman             Event:    Movie Night                                                                                         Date:     October 17, 2026	  Time:    6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Justin Inman to use Dillon Station 5 Fire Department for a Movie Night on October 17, 2026 and seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. 
Discussion regarding the use of the Fire Department facility:
Dennis Townsend raised several concerns, including: Opening and closing the facility, Event cleanup (including handling potential fire emergencies during an event), Overseeing and protection of equipment, Establishing rental fees or security deposits and Insurance and liability considerations. He asked if the council had considered these factors. In response, Brad Coward noted that, as a firefighter, he could handle unlocking and locking the doors, but he would not remain for the entire event or handle cleanup. Following this, Kenny Cook Jr. withdrew his second to the motion. Dennis Townsend clarified that he is not opposed to Mr. Inman using the facility, but stressed the need for consistent rules, guidelines, a required application, and a deposit. He requested that Tim Harper present recommendations on the best way to proceed.
The motion was then amended. Dennis Townsend made a motion to defer until the next meeting. He was seconded by Stevie Grice. All were in favor.
TONI GRAVES – RECENT APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 26-08 FOR COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS INSURANCE BENEFITS                                                               Mrs. Toni  Graves began by thanking County Council member for giving her the opportunity to speak regarding her opposition of Resolution 26-08. She reminded council members of their primary responsibility as council members which she said was to govern, establish sound policies and make responsible financial decisions that are in the best interest of the citizens that they were elected to serve. She said that in June 2026, county Council members went into Executive Session and discussed reducing the service requirements for health insurance from twelve years to eight years which she said raises serious ethical concerns. She said that this she believes that decision deserves serious reconsideration. She also stated that she has been unable to identify another county within this state that provides that level of benefit to their members after only eight years of service. In conclusion she said that this was a burden on the county and asked that the decision be rescinded and she would be sending a letter with her additional comments.
RITA TOWNSEND – RECENT APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 26-08 FOR COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS INSURANCE BENEFITS                                                                Rita Townsend spoke to County Council Members and said that she has been in Dillon County for forty-six years and her parents came along with her to the meeting for support . She said that her parents have been in Dillon County for a long time and for them to have to take money out of their checks to pay them, it hurts and hardens her heart which is a concern of hers. She said that as a citizen, she does not know who her district person is and she thinks that her council person in her district should be able to come to her and let her know who they are. In conclusion she said that she thinks that council members should be fair and do the things that they were elected to do.      
 NATALEE WAKER – CAPITAL PROJECTS SALES TAX REFERENDUM AND ASSOCIATED PROJECTS                                                                                                 Natalee Waker spoke to County Council concerning the Capital Projects Sales Tax Referendum and Associated Projects. She began by stating that before Dillon County voters are asked to approve approximately $26,000,000.00 in additional tax revenue, they deserve to have enough information to make an informed decision. Her biggest concern is the 3.7 Mill Pond RV Park. She stated that she personally requested a feasibility report but was told that the county does not have one, but asked that the county clarify that publicly. She requested that if a feasibility or marketing demand report exist to please release it and if not, what analyst justifies spending 3.7 million dollars, where did the 3.7 million dollars come from along with other question regarding the matter. She also mentioned animal control, agriculture, service requirement for county council members and Veteran services. Councilman Dennis Townsend thanked her for presenting her concerns to county council.
Councilman Stevie Grice stated that the projects were not all county projects. Some were taken from the City of Dillon, Town of Lake View and Town of Latta but everything has to go through county council to be put on the ballot. He said that the funds could not be used for staffing. He said that three meetings were held and he was sure that there would be more to explain the facts moving forward.
APPROVAL OF REQUEST FROM SOLICITOR’S OFFICE, FORTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF SOUTH CAROLINA                                                                                 Solicitor Mike Burch spoke to County Council  regarding the SCORF Funding that each county receives under the opioid settlement across the state and country which is money allocated to helping the community with the opioid crisis. He said that they had a drug court in Chesterfield County and Marlboro County also a virtual court in Darlington County. Any person that has to enter drug court has to go to a neighboring county, so there is a gap here because Chesterfield is too far. There is no footprint in Dillon County. He said that Drug Court is not for violent people or drug dealers, it is for people who are addicted to opiates or drugs and commit crimes in our communities. The way it works is that they get charged with a nonviolent crime and instead of sending them to prison, the get put into their treatment force. If they flunk out of drug court, their sentence is imposed and they go to SCDC for whatever time the judge decides. If they are successful in drug court, they are a clean and sober productive member to society. Statistically, from the Chief Justice of  the SC Supreme Court, they are seventy two percent more likely to recommit crimes if they do not go to a treatment court and seventy-two precent likely to not reoffend if they do go. He stated that he reached out to Diane Hall, who was present at the meeting. He said that this was a tough assignment because he has four counties and he is trying to start a program here to help the citizens of Dillon but also help the other three counties and also get funding for them too. He said that since they are in a four-county office, he would have their staff work the four counties and also for Dillon. In his proposal, they narrowed it down to around $147,000.00 and some change that may be available which would be up to county council and/or the board, that would cover a Drug Court Coordinator just for Dillon County. It would also go toward a Compliance Officer which they do not have in any of the offices and would be shared among the four counties (Dillon, Chesterfield, Marlboro and Darlington) equally. He also asked for funding for a Treatment Core Provider and said that he was willing to answer any questions that council may have. Councilman Robbie Coward asked how much he needed from Dillon County. Tim Harper, Administrator said concerning the solicitor’s request of $147,000.00, that the county has appropriations that has to be spent before December that they could appropriate. There was enough funding for the $147,000.00 and still have some left over. Tim Harper recommended that the council approve the $147,000.00 to move forward so that Diane Hall can submit the paperwork and the solicitor can come back to the September meeting with more numbers that includes the drug court judge salary. 

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to secure SCORF Funding for Drug Court the solicitor for $147,000.00. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.  
 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                        James Washington, District 1 appointed Maggie Dunham to the Library Board, Dennis Townsend, District 2 appointed Carolyn Lupo to the Library Board, Detrice Dawkins, District 3, appointed LeVan Mitchell to the Library Board and Brad Coward, District 4 appointed Vickie Graham to the Library Board. 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Library Board Appointments. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to go into Executive Session. She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Legal Briefing
THERE WAS NO ACTION TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                  Detrice Dawkins made motion to adjourn. She was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.


______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved
                                                                                                               

